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With a little bit of help,
everyone has
something to contribute

BLYTHSWOODNEWS
Number 77 Winter 2021

God keeps
an eye on
Akbar

Story on page 2

Blythswood News Gospel

Blythswood News Education

Cover story

My name is Akbar. I am nine years old
and have a brother and two sisters.
My father works at the brick kiln. I am
the youngest and was lucky to get the
chance to go to school but because
of his poor health it was very hard
for my father to pay my fees.
Last year I gave up school so that I
could help my father with his work at
the brick kiln. This year a Bible camp for
children was organised in our village.
They gave me a beautiful book
about Joseph. It’s the first time I’ve
had such a book.
From the life of Joseph I learnt that
God has very good plans for us.
He keeps an eye on us
from our childhood
and in hard times he
listens to our
prayers and blesses
us. I pray that I
might go back to
school and I
pray for the
health of
my father.

Encouraging an insecure child
Cristina is shy and quiet.
Sometimes too quiet.
Amidst the buzz and energy
of Blythswood’s afterschool
project, the nine-year-old
will sit and complete her
homework and then,
without saying a word,
show it to the teacher.
“She refuses to speak when
she feels unsure of herself
but she will do her work
Sucheava
County,
Romania:
independently,
” says
Carmen
Marioara
reacts with
Popa, a teacher
at Talita Kum.
excitement
to her
“Her reading
skills are below
unexpected
average at gift
the moment but
she writes very well.

Gujranwala, Pakistan:
children such as Akbar
really prize the Bible story
books which are
sponsored by Blythswood
Care and distributed by
Pakistan Sunday
School Ministry
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Nine-year-old Cristina is good at writing and drawing

“At the moment we are trying
to earn her trust and to

www.blythswood.org

encourage her to voice her
opinions. She is talented with
arts and crafts but lacks
confidence. If her first attempt
at drawing doesn’t come out
right, she will stop trying.”
Cristina is the eldest in a
family of four. Her father left
Romania and does not stay in
touch or send support. With
poor health and pre-school
children to look after, her
mother is unable to work.
“Her father leaving them has
left a big mark on Cristina,”
says Carmen. “She needs
encouragement and validation.
She has only been with us at
Talita Kum for a short time but

www.blythswood.org

we are working to help her
overcome the emotional
setback caused by her
parents’ separation.”
Talita Kum and TK2, its
counterpart for older children,
operate as best they can
within pandemic restrictions.
“We’re in the second week of
a mandatory national school
break,” Carmen says.
“Afterschool activities are
forbidden too. As a result,
the children are all behind
with their schoolwork. The
extra tuition which we can
give is going to be more
important than ever in the
months ahead.”

3

Blythswood News Education

Blythswood News Education

Education
is the
route out
of poverty
How can children from
families barely surviving
in a subsistence economy
take the step to a
professional career?

Sewing skills course
helps orphaned lad
achieve self-reliance
A sewing skills programme
in Harare, Zimbabwe,
supported by Blythswood
Care, has been a vital step
up in the working life of
Abel Makwara, now 23.
Raised in Nyanga, northeast
Zimbabwe, Abel was just two
when his father died and was
still in primary school when
he lost his mother. His
grandfather looked after him
and kept him in school, but
when the boy was still in form
three, the old man too
passed away.
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Not afraid of hard work, Abel has the
ambition of starting his own business

Abel tried hard to raise his
school fees for form four by
herding cattle for another
family but the struggle was
too much for him and he
dropped out of school without
sitting his exams.

“He is a happy young man.
His wage of $150 per month
enables him to rent a room,
and meanwhile he is keeping
chickens, trying to raise
enough capital to open his
own business.

“He came to Harare looking
for a job and someone
recommended to him our
programme,” says Stephen
Damuputirai, director of Streams
of Hope. “He completed our
nine month course in 2019
and found work in a clothing
shop here in Harare.

“Now he is encouraging other
young people to achieve selfreliance by acquiring sewing
skills for free at Streams of
Hope. Blythswood’s support
for our programme really is
changing the lives of young
people like Abel.”

This is the challenge faced by
young people like Idah, aged
13, who wants to be a nurse.
Her teachers at Sargy
Education Centre on the
shores of Lake Victoria,
Kenya, have no doubt that she
is capable of achieving her
dream. Idah is an excellent
student, with top grades in
maths and English.
But her mum, who works as
a cook and earns £33 per
month, can barely afford to
contribute towards the
education of one of her children.
And Idah is the fifth of six.
Already the eldest son is in
college, supported by his
mum and by the donations of
friends. The next two siblings
are ready to go but are unable
to take that step right now.
Idah is not discouraged.
She works hard and is ranked
second in grade seven. Last
year, when the school was
closed because of the
pandemic, she continued to

With your help, even the poorest families can afford to take
the first step and send their children to school

study at home by herself, and
from time to time met with
classmates to make sure that
she was not lagging behind in
the curriculum.
All that was on top of her
domestic chores in a
traditional mud home which
lacks electricity or water.
The growing child is well used
to carrying on her head a
bucket of water from the lake,
caring for the animals,
cooking and cleaning.
Dominika Marek volunteers
for Blythswood Care and for
Hungary Helps. “Idah’s
situation is not unusual,” she

You can donate online at any time – go to www.blythswood.org/donate

says. “Her mother is a widow
but even those students who
have both their parents alive
face huge challenges if
they are to progress to
university or college and get
a well-paid job.
“But with Blythswood’s
support, even the poorest
families can afford to take
the first step and send their
children to study at Sargy.
Through education they can
break out of poverty. We are
so proud that 12 out of the
first cohort to complete
their schooling at Sargy have
just started at university
this semester.”
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By opting to stay in school
beyond the age of 18 Romeo
had managed to postpone
having to leave the only home
he knew, an orphanage near
Targu Mures. Then he had
taken a job in a restaurant but
soon found that he was being
exploited. Forced to work
long hours and expected to
undertake unpaid work in his
employer’s home, he left, only
to discover it was impossible
to get another job.

Romeo at the Daniel Centre: “I have learned to cook and I have
learned to trust people”

SUPPORT FOR
YOUNG PEOPLE
BROUGHT UP IN CARE
From day one Romeo
made a good impression
on Dani Ciupe, social
worker at Blythswood’s
Daniel Centre.
“I was impressed by his
determination to find work,”
Dani says. “He phoned and
simply said do you think you
can find me a job.
“So I picked him up at the
railway station here in Cluj
and took him straight to a
petrol station, run by a
well-known chain. I knew
6

they were looking for staff and
they offered to take him on.”
“When you turn up with a
social worker, they look at you
differently,” says Romeo,
whose previous attempts to
find a job had been thwarted
by the prejudice which
remains ingrained in
Romanian society against
young people brought up in
the care of the state. “I had
the opportunity to explain
where I had come from.
I felt supported.”

Now 70 miles away in Cluj,
Romeo’s life has improved
beyond recognition. The
Daniel Centre offers essential
life-skills training and
subsidised accommodation to
young people leaving state
care. Romeo identifies two
valuable lessons in the five
months he has been there.
“I have learned to cook,” he
says. “And I have learned to
trust people, that some
people are reliable.”
“I am very happy that I
have a job and can save
some money,” he says.
“When I move on I want to
be able to rent a flat and
eventually to have a home
of my own.”
Romeo is in touch with his
birth family but his social life
is built on the new
friendships he has made this
year in Cluj. “He is friendly
with the older Daniel Centre
boys who encourage him,”
Dani observes. “He visits
them in their flats. He is
good at making friends.”

Food aid for family
in care of greatgrandfather
Thirteen year old Andreea
doesn’t let her disability
hold her back. Although
she is unable to walk she
gets to school each day
with her two brothers and
two sisters.
Your support for Blythswood’s
Basis project helps the whole
family cope with incredibly
difficult circumstances.
The children’s father died of
cancer several years ago and
their mother left them. Living
in a remote Transylvanian
village, 90 kilometres from
the city of Cluj, the five
children are well looked-after
by two grandparents and two
great-grandparents.
Eighty-five year old greatgrandfather Andrei is the
most important person in
their lives, reckons Agnes
Csiszer who runs the Basis
project. “We don’t often
support a family so far away
from Cluj but we have made
an exception because they
are in an extremely difficult
situation,” she says.
With no-one in employment,
the family depends on old age
pensions, child allowance and
Andreea’s disability pension.

Andreea with her brother, Natanael: your support helps this family of
children, grandparents and great-grandparents

The package of essential
foodstuffs which they receive
regularly from Blythswood
helps them to stretch their
budget to meet the cost of
firewood, clothes, school

You can make a credit card donation by phone
e – call 01349 830777 Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

expenses and electricity.
Agnes says: “This family
continues to need our help
because their basic costs of
living are simply not covered
by their income.”
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SOME THINGS
CAN’T BE FIXED
ALONE
Istvan likes to spend his
time with broken things
and appliances which other
people would discard and
to make them work again.
But some things can’t be
fixed alone and the former
long-distance lorry driver from
Romania had the sense to
realise that he needed help
when his drinking habit got
out of control.

By putting them in touch
with other agencies,
Blythswood’s foodbanks
make sure that people
receive the help
they need

Foodbank referral leads to
ongoing benefit for young family
When she realised she
couldn’t feed her two children,
Anna* phoned her local
foodbank. It had been an
incredibly difficult time for the
young mum – the breakdown
of a family relationship had
resulted in her having to find
new accommodation and now
she was struggling to pay rent
and bills and buy food on an
extremely tight budget.
“As people are referred to
foodbank by key agencies
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across the Highlands, we
advised Anna to contact her
local Citizens Advice Bureau,”
says Lorna Dempster, manager
of Blythswood’s Highland
Foodbank. “Sure enough, a
referral came through for
Anna and her family.
“The bags of shopping which
she received from us gave her
hope in what seemed like a
hopeless situation. Not only
did she receive food and
toiletries, which was one less

thing to worry about, but by
engaging with Citizens Advice
and getting a review of her
benefits, it was discovered
that Anna was entitled to an
extra £20 per week which she
didn’t know about.
“For some people, £20 is
loose change but for Anna,
this was the difference going
forward between being able
to buy her own food or not.”
*not her real name

When he was out on the
road, driving across Europe,
he never touched a drop.
But when he was at home
he drank to escape the
accumulated tensions of
family relationships.
This led to arguments with
his wife and their relationship
deteriorated further. Istvan
knew he had a problem,
started to read up about
alcoholism and consulted
a psychologist.
Things came to a head in
the summer of 2020.
Drunk and aggressive, he
smashed furniture in his
home and his wife called the
police to intervene. For her,
it was the last straw and
she decided to finally
leave him.

Istvan realised he needed help when his drinking habit got out of control

Unable to return to driving,
Istvan’s drinking intensified
and he neglected himself and
his home. In December he
entered the therapy centre
run by Bonus Pastor
Foundation (BPF) with support
from Blythswood Care.
“At first he was very distant
and shut in, almost suspicious,”
says BPF director Istvan Svabo.
“But after a while he began
to open up and to befriend
other residents. Our group
sessions and one-to-one time
spent with his mentor as well
as his own reading all helped
him to understand how he
functions as a person.

Contact us on 01349 830777 Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm or email info@blythswood.org

“As a child, he used to go to
church but he was without
a living faith. In Ozd he
got closer to God. Since
completing his therapy Istvan
has tidied up his home and
smallholding and has
managed to re-establish
contact with his daughter.
“Now he has volunteered to
help us at Ozd to strengthen
his own sobriety and to share
with others the things he
deems important in his own
recovery. And to fix things in
our tools workshop!”
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polythene sheet in place of a
missing roof.
“We came back with more
food and clothes and alerted
Christian people in nearby
villages to Katerina’s
situation,” Valentina explains.
“They prayed for a home for
her and God answered their
prayer. Two sisters now living
in Italy gave permission to
use the home of their
deceased parents.

Your support helps people like Katerina, left behind by the economic
changes which have taken place in Eastern Europe

Helping elderly people
disadvantaged by change
With support from
Blythswood Care, a team of
volunteers in Moldova help
some of the poorest people
in Europe, including many
elderly users of the hostel
for homeless people in the
capital city of Chisinau.
But even they were shocked
at the condition in which they
found 81-year-old Katerina in
a village in the south of
the country.
“At least the homeless people
in Chisinau have a bed where
they can stay overnight,” says
team leader Valentina
Feodorova. “When we found
Katerina she was in a bed
protected from the open sky
only by a sheet of polythene.
10

She had covered herself with
old clothes as she had no
wood for the stove.”
Katerina’s plight is sadly
typical of those disadvantaged
by the economic changes
which have taken place in
Eastern Europe. During the
soviet era she worked hard in
the fields of the collective
farm. When that system fell
apart it was difficult to find a
job but she worked for village
farmers when she could.
Like many others during a
time of high unemployment
her son became an alcoholic
and abandoned his widowed
mother. On a pension of less
than 50 euros per month she
was unable to repair her
village home – hence the

“The Christians mended the
roof and moved Katerina in.
I continue to visit her and we
read the Bible together
and pray.
“We are grateful for your
support. By visiting people
who are elderly, sick and
abandoned we bring help and
hope. This motivates other
Christians to not pass by but
to notice the needs of people
like Katerina.”

Cornerstone a place of safety for
children at risk of exploitation
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
1 Peter 2:6 ESV
Maya is 14 years old.
She is deaf and largely
unable to speak. Her
parents are in prison and
unlikely to be freed any
time soon.
Two things stand between
Maya and the risk of cruel
exploitation in the red light
district of Mumbai in which
she is growing up.
One is a kind neighbour,
herself a sex worker, and
known to Maya and her little
sister as aunty.
The other is Cornerstone,
a Christian ministry
supported by Blythswood
Care to bring the gospel to
women and children in this
sector of India’s biggest city.
“Maya and her sister Anamika
have found a place of solace
at our Cornerstone centre,”
says Asmita Vadavana.

Volunteers from a nearby village
mended the roof and moved
Katerina into her new home

“Their parents were arrested
a year ago and charged with
the murder of a brothel
keeper following a dispute
over money. Due to the
pandemic their case has
been delayed.

At Cornerstone Maya receives food, remedial
education and basic speech therapy

“The girls spend most of the
day with us, studying, playing
and helping out their teacher.
Thanks to your kind support,
they have their meals with
our staff so as not to be a
burden to their aunty who
has also been struggling
financially because of the
pandemic.

You can donate online at any time – go to www.blythswood.org/donate

“Maya does not attend
mainstream school but
Anamika has been following
lessons online at Cornerstone
and will rejoin her class when
the schools open again.
Meanwhile we are paying
close attention to the wellbeing of these girls and are
helping Maya with basic
speech therapy.”
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BIBLES AND WARM
CLOTHING FOR
SEAFARERS

Camp confirms young
Christians in their faith

The Seafarers’ Centre hosted by Invergordon Parish Church provides gospel ministry to
crews from all over the world

Your support for Blythswood’s camps appeal contributed towards 208 people enjoying a special
holiday at Kableshkovo, a small town beside the Black Sea
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A teenager from a lowincome household in
Sliven, Bulgaria, enjoyed a
week at summer camp
beside the Black Sea,
thanks to support from
Blythswood Care.

“Petko’s father finds only
casual work as a labourer and
so the family mainly depends
on social benefits from the
state,” says Zhana Slavcheva
who organised the camp in
the resort of Kableshkovo.

Petko is 17 and has reached
the 10th grade at school,
which is an unusual
achievement for someone
with his background. Young
people from the Roma
community usually drop out
of formal education before
they reach that stage.

“This was his second time
at camp. He really likes the
base, the beach, the evening
walks to nearby towns, and
the times set aside for Bible
study and prayer.
“He was so happy to get to
the sea again, and twice as

happy because this year he
and a friend from the same
village asked to be baptised.
“Now he tries not to commit
the old sins. Before, when he
quarrelled with his father,
he would curse him but now
he holds his tongue.
“As a child Petko never had
holidays and he is really
grateful for your support
which lets him come to
camp. The holiday was a
dream come true.”

When a cruise ship entered
the Cromarty Firth one
Sunday morning in August,
most of the crew didn’t
realise that they would be
allowed to leave the vessel
for a few hours. Until then,
the industry had been
operating shipboard bubble
schemes, allowing only
passengers who had booked
official tours to go ashore.
“We didn’t know either,” says
Sailors Society port chaplain
Drew Anderson. “We were
about to close the doors
following the morning service
when we met crew walking
up the path.
“Many had visited the
Seafarers’ Centre in our church

in previous years and it was so
good to catch up with them
again. In total, 62 crew visited,
some accepted Bibles in their
own language and others had
a time of prayer. They were
all happy just to relax and chat
with us, to renew friendships
and to enjoy a time away from
the ship.
“When the same ship called
again, a couple of weeks later,
the captain had warned his
crew that they would soon be
visiting Iceland and suggested
that they ask for some warm
clothing when visiting our
church. Unknown to us, the
Lord had already intervened in
this matter. On the previous
Sunday, an appeal had been
made in Balintore UF Church,

Transforming lives through
h Christian care for body and soul

for warm clothing for
seafarers visiting Invergordon.
“Just two days earlier, seven
large bags of new and freshlylaundered clothing had been
delivered to our church door.
By the end of the afternoon,
all of our stock of coats,
jackets, hoodies, sweatshirts,
and other warm clothing was
taken, along with 73 Bibles
and other Christian literature.
“We are thankful for the help
and support we enjoy from
other churches and from
Christian organisations such
as Blythswood, enabling us
to meet the practical and
spiritual needs of seafarers.”
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Jovica (right) makes time to speak with customers in his gospel café

Making time to talk
When a family lost their
home to fire, Jovica
Gecan decided to hold a
fundraising dinner so that
the local community could
help them.
“We cooked beans,” says the
pastoral worker, who has
been an enthusiastic
participant in Serbia’s
traditional bean festivals.
“Our young people gave a
gospel concert in the
backyard at the same time.
People came to give money
to the family in need and to
enjoy the music, and the next
day some of them came back
just to hear the gospel.”
Working as an evangelist in
his native community in
northern Serbia, Jovica runs a
gospel café during the week
and holds church services on
Sundays and Thursdays. He
identifies loneliness as a
major problem for many
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people and makes himself
available to talk to those who
come in for lunch or for
cooked food to take home.
“Since we are very transparent
about our faith in the Lord, we
have one-to-one conversations
more or less every day.
Of the new believers I could
mention Antonio who was
born a Catholic and who
sought the Lord in Orthodoxy

and who has now found
himself at home with us.
Ivana used to come to Sunday
school and now she is
coming back. There are
others who are one step
closer to conversion but they
are not yet fully convinced.
“It remains for us to be here
for all of them, armed with
patience and with love from
the Lord.”

Teodra plays a word game with a fellow student at the Ummus Centre, run by Blythswood Serbia.
She also volunteers to help children on the afterschool programme with their Serbian language skills

Offering a Christian perspective
to students in Serbia
As a student of philology at
university, Teodora takes
advantage of the resources
for study available at the
Ummus Centre in
Kragujevac, Serbia.
There are books in Serbian,
in English and in other
languages. Literature of
worldwide significance is
available here, including
many books with a
Christian perspective.

There are cultural events such
as an English night where
students have an opportunity
to practise their skills in
English conversation.
On Wednesdays Teodora is
part of the Bible study group.
The Christianity Explored
course, now available in
Serbian, gives a good
introduction to the life of
Jesus, and especially to his
identity and mission.

“Young people from
traditional Serbian Orthodox
families often have not had
the opportunity to consider
the life of Jesus in this way,”
says course leader
David Armus.
“The knowledge that
Jesus died for our sins and
that we can have eternal
life by believing in him can
be a great revelation
and an encouragement.”

A fundraiser at the café helped a family who lost their home to fire

If you are a UK taxpayer you can Gift Aid y
your donation to make your gift go even further!
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Radio technician
Charles Haringanji
(right) with Onésime
Harubuntu: Radio
Ivyizigiro broadcasts
gospel messages and
health advice in
Kirundi, French,
Swahili and English,
reaching listeners
throughout Africa’s
Great Lakes Region

“The church has been a light for uprooted families with children who need emotional support”

A gospel radio broadcast,
produced and transmitted
by Blythswood’s partner
organisation in Burundi,
dissuaded a troubled young
man from taking his
own life.

Children first: Gospel
mission helps uprooted
families in Ukraine
An evangelical church in
Ukraine, started by one of
Blythswood’s Romanian
partner organisations, has
been a source of support
and hope for a child
displaced by military
conflict in the east of
the country.
Christina, now 12, attended
children’s camps with other
young people from displaced
families and is now an eager
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participant in activities run by
Philadelphia Church, Ternopil.
“Christina prays and helps to
tell Bible stories at Sunday
school,” says Sorina Pop who
works for Elpis Foundation.
“She brings along her younger
brother and her friends.
“The spiritual metamorphosis
of these children is visible and
noticed by their parents who
come to share their faith, too.
The church is a light for these

GOSPEL BROADCAST BRINGS
FREEDOM TO EX-PRISONER

Christina brings her
family and friends
to church

uprooted families, most of
them with young children
who need emotional support
and hope for a better future.”

How Désiré, now aged 28,
reached that low point is a
tale of woe which illustrates
too clearly the damage done
to children conscripted as
soldiers. For he was still a
child when he was turned into
a fighter by one of the rebel
groups during the conflict
which occurred in Burundi’s
recent past.
Afterwards, disarmed and
sent to school, he found it

impossible to study. He failed
his exams, and left.
Alcohol abuse was the next
stage on his downward spiral,
providing temporary escape
from his crushing sense of
failure, but ultimately leading
to a life of theft and a prison
sentence, during which he
says he was tortured.
Perversely, his release was
the lowest point of all. He
might be freed from prison
and his tormenters there but
who would free him from the
demons within? Without
hope, he resolved to put an
end to his unhappy existence.
“It was only God who

You can donate online at any time – go to www.blythswood.org/donate

protected him from this
death,” says station director
Onésime Harubuntu. “He
happened to listen to a gospel
message on the programme
called Ishimwe (Thanksgiving),
aired twice-weekly on Radio
Ivyizigiro. It spoke to his
heart, and he made contact
with us and came to our
office and was led to Jesus.
“From that time his life was
transformed. At last he has
found peace of mind and he is
able to live a quiet life.
He has rejoined the family he
had abandoned – his parents
and siblings – and is testifying
to what God has done for
him. The change in his life is
plain for everyone to see.”
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Step into 2022
Walk 10,000 steps
each day through
January – achieve a
whopping 310,000
and help to educate
vulnerable children
at our Cornerstone
Project in Mumbai,
India through your
sponsorship.

Various challenges and events are coming in 2022
including walking some of the Great Glen Way.
Keep your eye on our website
for details – www.blythswood.org/events-for-you
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Youth Bible Sports Camps run by LTS bring together young people from
different denominations, applying Christian principles to the world of sport
“I was a little upset when I
heard about this camp,” says
Sara, aged 15, and a member
of an evangelical church in
Rawalpindi District, Punjab
Province, Pakistan. “How can
God’s word be learned
through play?”
But the issue which
concerned Sara lies at the
heart of the philosophy of Life
through Sports (LTS), one of
Blythswood’s partner
organisations in Pakistan.
Its Youth Bible Sports Camps
bring together young people
from different denominations,

applying Christian principles to
the world of sport.
At Sara’s camp, LTS leader
Stephen John led the group of
young people in a study of
Colossians 4:2-6. “The Bible
teaches us to live wisely among
those who are not believers, and
make the most of every
opportunity,” he says. “Play is
not just a game. It’s our
behaviour, how we act towards
others. What does this mean
for us as we play sport
amongst unbelievers?”
Sara is a science student in High

You can make a credit card donation by phone – call 01349 830777 Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

School and a keen badminton
player. She says: “After each
game, when the game and the
Bible teaching came together,
I was amazed that the Word of
God could be learned in
different ways.”
Stephen John used to play
cricket at an international level
and understands the pressures
experienced by young
sportsmen and sportswomen
from Pakistan’s Christian
minority. He says: “We
appreciate your continued love
and support for our work
in Pakistan.”
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“We gear the Shoe Box
Appeal to people with
disabilities, to the elderly
and to people with special
needs,” he says. “For people
with dementia, it can keep
them engaged. There are so
many people who, with a
little bit of help, can do a lot.
We have had a good year.
The boxes are coming in thick
and fast.”
With a background in
nursing and social work,
Steve used to take WW1
veterans on an annual trip to
Flanders. Now he volunteers
all year round with the
Ploughman’s Trust, giving
opportunities to people of all
ages and abilities to make
their contribution to society.
“A lot of people knit squares,”
he says, giving an example.
“As many as 15 people might
be involved in making one
blanket. But if you didn’t have
these 15, you wouldn’t have
that blanket.”
Steve with his collection van: this year, boxes processed in Shropshire
are being distributed in Hungary

With a little bit of help,
everyone has something
to contribute
“Everyone gets a chance
to participate.”
That’s the approach of Steve
Goodwin who organises the
collection and processing of
shoeboxes for Blythswood’s
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Shoe Box Appeal. Based near
Whitchurch in Shropshire,
Steve’s travels take him
across an area from Swansea
to Newcastle, driving as much
as 5,000 miles each October
and November.

www.blythswood.org

“I’m keen that small churches
take part in Blythswood’s
Shoe Box Appeal, even if they
can only fill six boxes.
Knowing that Blythswood
includes a Bible story book or
calendar in each box gives
churches an added incentive
to take part.”
With over 20 years’
involvement in shoeboxes,
Steve says: “The nicest part
of the Shoe Box Appeal is that
you meet the same people.
People love to take part.”

EVERY DAY IS
DIFFERENT
Blythswood News catches up
with Miriam Montgomery at SE
Edinburgh Foodbank
When did you first hear about
Blythswood?
I remember the Shoe Box
Appeal from when I was a child,
but I didn’t realise Blythswood
did much else until I heard about
the SE Edinburgh foodbank a
few years ago from a friend at
church. At my interview and
induction to my role here I
began to appreciate how broad
Blythswood’s work is.
How long have you been
involved in the southeast
Edinburgh foodbank?
Having been a stay at home mum
for the previous few years, I began
volunteering at the foodbank in
November 2020. I was
immediately struck by the real
good we were doing, and I made
great friends too. I’ve now been
in post as Foodbank Coordinator
since the start of June.
What exactly is your role?
My job is to oversee the dayto-day running of the foodbank,
from keeping track of food
coming in and out to building
relationships with clients,
volunteers, donors and other
local organisations. I wouldn’t
ask the team to do anything that
I wouldn’t do myself, so some
days I start off cleaning the floor
and finish by delivering a food
parcel to a family in need.

Miriam at SE Edinburgh Foodbank: “Every day is different”
What gives you most
satisfaction?
It has to be the people. Our
foodbank is blessed with an
incredibly committed team of
volunteers who are such an
encouragement, and most of
our clients are a pleasure to
interact with. You soon realise
that we are all much the same –
made in God’s image – and that
often it’s only circumstances
that separate us. We have some
great laughs as well as doing
important work together.
I get a lot of satisfaction, too,
from making sure the foodbank
is organised and running
smoothly. It can be a chaotic
place at times, and part of my
job is to keep track of everything.

www.blythswood.org

What is your biggest challenge?
Probably the unpredictability.
Every day is different. You rarely
know what a day is going to
involve when it starts. I don’t
always know what to do, but I’m
gradually learning how to figure
it out – and who to ask for help!
Blythswood and Trussell Trust
staff have been so supportive.
What inspires you to carry on?
Jesus is my strength and my
rock, and such an incomparable
example of compassion and love
for others. If I can honour Him
by welcoming and serving
everyone who comes through
our door, then it’s the least I can
do. My husband and son are
hugely supportive. It is hard for
a five-year-old to understand
compassion. Spending time in a
foodbank is a great way to learn.
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‘LAZY AGNOSTIC’
STARTED READING THE BIBLE

Problem solving for
Blythswood’s Shoe
Box Appeal

When Mike moved to
Inverness in 2016, he saw an
Alpha course advertised at a
church just five minutes’ walk
from his house.

“You open up a box and you see how lovely it
is and you just know that’s going to make
someone smile.”
For three months every year Yvonne Robinson is
Blythswood’s shoebox coordinator in Kent and her
enthusiasm for the Shoe Box Appeal is infectious.
“The volunteers are amazing, wonderful people,”
she says. “You get snowed in with boxes when you
are processing them but soon you see them going
out on the lorries and that makes it all worthwhile.”
Yvonne manages the process, from finding
suitable premises each year, contacting volunteers,
arranging the collection of boxes from individuals
and churches, overseeing the box checking process
and keeping tab on exactly how many boxes go on
each lorry. In some years she has processed as
many as 18,000 boxes.

Yvonne Robinson manages the processing
of shoeboxes in Kent and the southeast

2021 is Yvonne’s fifth time in the role. “Each year presents new challenges,” she says.
“You need to be prepared to reorganise everything. It’s all about problem solving and I enjoy
that. This year it wasn’t so easy to find space to rent and it was amazing the way it became
available just as we needed it. God has his hand over everything.”

Mike had completed the course
and was attending church and
studying the Bible when he was
hit by a bombshell – redundancy.
After 22 years in the newspaper
industry, working as a sports
reporter in Manchester and
latterly as a subeditor in the
north of Scotland, he was told
he would soon be without a job.

New boys in
Blythswood’s
finance
department
James McGillivray
(payments and invoices)
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“Up until that point I could have
described myself as a lazy
agnostic,” he says. “As a child
I’d been sent to Sunday school
so I knew some Bible stories
such as Noah and the ark.
“Understanding the gospel had
been on my mind since our
honeymoon in Rome a few
months before. I had seen
religious art in St Peter’s and the
Sistine Chapel, especially the
Last Judgement and
Michelangelo’s Pieta, a sculpture
of Mary with the body of Christ.
I started reading the Bible which
the minister had given us at our
wedding. Now I realised the
gospel was something
worth exploring.”

Ross Urquhart
(retail and banking)

“My first reaction was to phone
my wife,” he says. “Then I
phoned the pastor, Alasdair.
He made time for me that very

Mike Crockett is Blythswood’s database coordinator
evening and we spoke for two or
three hours. That helped a lot.
“A Bible verse which really
spoke to me was Matthew 6:26:
Look at the birds of the air; they
do not sow or reap or store away
in barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not
much more valuable than they?
“Becoming a Christian doesn’t
mean you have no struggles but
you have the Eternal Presence
with you, you have freedom in
Christ. The Lord will look
after you.
“As a jobless person I was
afraid of being judged but only
God can judge me. Christ had
died for me.”

Contact us on 01349 830777 Monday to Frida
ay 9am to 5pm or email info@blythswood.org
www.blythswood.org

Mike admits the next couple of
years were not easy. He says
that nothing was ‘off the list’
when it came to searching for
employment. He worked in a
fast food outlet, stacked shelves
in a supermarket and retrained
in software development.
Over the course of 2020, two
new jobs in the technology
sector didn’t work out, but June
2021 was a new beginning.
Mike was baptised at a service
postponed for over a year by
Covid-19 restrictions. And he
started a new job as
Blythswood’s database
coordinator. He says:
“It brings together several
interests – technology,
programming skills, proofreading and detective work.”
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Blythswood News - From the Chief Executive

JESUS LOVES YOU!
What does it take to really
transform a life for good?
Primary education for children
like Idah (see page 5) is an
essential first step on the road
out of poverty.
Training in life skills is helping
Romeo (page 6) to adjust to
the world of work.
It’s our privilege to help young
people in these ways and I
hope you are as encouraged as
I am as you read their stories.
Several stories here speak of
a deeper need, one that is

universal, even for those of us
who grew up with loving
parents and diligent teachers.
Teodora (page 15) is studying
the life of Jesus, and seeing his
relevance to a student at
university today.

Your generosity has enabled us
to maintain all of our projects.
These stories show what a
difference a little help and
support can make in someone’s
life. And when someone puts
their faith and trust in Jesus
that is truly transformational!

Désiré (page 17) has discovered
the power of Jesus to forgive
sin and to bring peace to a
troubled soul.
As our colleague in Serbia
observes, the knowledge that
Jesus died for our sins and that
we can have eternal life by
believing in him is a great
revelation and the
most encouraging
thing in the world.
Thank you for being
part of Blythswood’s
ministry, especially
over the last
eighteen months.

James Campbell
Chief Executive

I will be glad and rejoice in Your
unfailing love, for You have seen my
troubles, and You care about the
anguish of my soul. (Psalm 31:7)
Idah in her school uniform with her mum,
her brother and her sister. With your help,
even the poorest families can send their
children to school (see page 5)

Scan here
to donate
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